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Introduction

The Fair and responsible Research Partnership Video

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/


What Does Research Integrity Mean?

• The use of honest and verifiable methods in 
proposing, performing, and evaluating research

• Reporting research results with particular attention to 
adherence to rules, regulations, guidelines, and 
following commonly accepted professional codes or 
norms

• Includes shared values in scientific research
• Honesty- Share info truthfully and honor commitment
• Accuracy- Avoid errors-report precisely
• Efficiency- avoid waste-use resources wisely
• Objectivity- Let facts speak, avoid bias 
Steneck, 20017



Research Integrity as a spectral  

Steneck (2006)

Honesty in all aspects of research
Accountability
Professional courtesy and fairness 
Good stewardship

Salami publication
Authorship hoarding
Sloppy, careless research 
Abuse of power

Fabrication
Falsification
Plagiarism 

Singapore statement in research Integrity 
Montreal Statement on Research Integrity 
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The Singapore and Montreal statements of RI

• Individual researchers’ professional conduct- Singapore statement on 
Research Integrity
• Responsibilities of Individual and Institutional Partners in Cross-

Boundary Research Collaborations- Montreal Statement 
BUT

• They are global guides for RCR NOT regulatory frameworks
• Countries have to domesticate them and develop national/regional 

frameworks 



Where is the rest of the world?
• World Conference on Research Integrity Foundation (2007) 
• Singapore statement on RI (2010)
• Montreal statement on RI (2013)

• Office of Research Integrity-(ORI) USA
• UK Research Integrity Office (UKRIO)- UK
• Canada Panel of Responsible Conduct of Research 
• Australian Council Policies and codes on Research Integrity 

• Asian Pacific Research Integrity Network (APRIN)
• European Network Research Integrity Offices (ENRIO)
• Netherlands Research Integrity Network (NRIN)
• Asia Pacific Research Integrity Network-Japan



Where is Africa? 



Thou shalt not swim against the wave!



The Open Science Wave

• Overdependency of donor funding
• African PI vulnerability
• Avoid “Ethics dumping”
• From “tokenistic” CE to community 

empowerment and participation?
• Role of African governments
• Investing in research Frontline staff
• Responsible data sharing and 

stewardship
Source: https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/content/what-open-science-introduction



The African Research Integrity Network-ARIN



ARIN’s Specific objectives 
• MAIN AIM: To promote RI and RCR in Africa through sharing, aligning and 

leveraging of available resources and ideas and engaging of individuals, 
institutions, governments as well as policy makers in Africa 

Specific Objectives
• To develop a better understanding of – and sensitise people about – the local 

environment, conditions and context that affect Africa’s RI practices
• To create awareness and improve access to relevant information and 

resources
• To create and nurture leadership in responsible conduct of research in Africa.
• To enhance dialogue, engagement and networking among African policy 

makers, stakeholders and practitioners of RI. 



Current Membership
• 70 members, 63 from 11 African countries
• Friends of ARIN from USA and Europe (7) 
• Partnered with UC and successfully bid for 7WCRC 2021
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The Future Ahead

MU-RIO Project RIO Botswana RIO Malawi

WHITE PAPER- SOUTH AFRICA

UCT-South Africa. NCST-Uganda



Conclusion

• Research Integrity is an integral part of bioethics
• Stakeholder Engagement- Creating awareness on RCR 
• Africa should participate in shaping global discourse in RI
• The debate on RI and bioethics remains incomplete 

without the voice and contribution from Africa



A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step….



7th WCRI video



Thank you

Asante 


